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COMMUNITY CABINET – VIP GUESTS VISITING MANINGRIDA! 

On 27-28 May the Chief Minister Eva Lawler and Ministers came to 
Maningrida to sign the Local Decision Making Agreement and to hold 
Community Cabinet and roundtable discussions with nongovernment 
agencies.  

Bawinanga was part of the meetings, and also took the Chief Minister Eva 
Lawler and Ken Davies – CEO Department of the Chief Minister and 
Cabinet to Buluhkaduru Homelands to speak with the people there about 
the needs of homelands. Bawinanga worked with Nic Sharah and his board 
from Homelands School Company to coordinate the visit and appreciate 
all the assistance HSC provided to make it a success. 

Minister Joel Bowden - 
Minister for Infrastructure, 
Planning and Logistics; 
Minister for Business and 
Jobs; Minister for Skills, 
Training and International 
Education; Minister for 
Tourism and Hospitality; 
Minister for Recreational 
Fishing visited Bawinanga’s 
enterprises – nursery, 
fishing, mud bricks, 
bushfoods and supermarket. 
The staff enjoyed talking 
with Minister Bowden and 
explaining the transition of 
the CDP activities into 
businesses separate from 
CDP. 
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SAFE PROUD PEOPLE CONNECTED TO COUNTRY THROUGH SONG LINE 
 

  Barra-Roddjiba (The Kids) Future—Maningrida is Grand Trine 
Creative's latest project, delivered in partnership with the Bawinanga 
Aboriginal Corporation 'Yellow Shirts' crew. The Yellow Shirts team 
worked with young people to explore themes such as the importance 
of going to school every day.  

The Barra-Rodjiba Engagement Crew, 'Yellow Shirts,' is an 
engagement-focused community service branch of The Bawinanga 
Corporation. Yellow Shirts focuses on positive youth engagement in 
and out of school. They work mainly with school-aged youth and 
their families to support them holistically in engaging in school and 
other activities and attending regularly! They want to create a 
supportive and nurturing environment to grow the Barra-Rodjiba 
(Kids/ young people) strong and proud and for the next generation 
to develop, grow, and carry on the culture! 

 

EEAI (formerly RSAS) had the pleasure of working with Grand Trine 
Productions in producing a local video clip with the Kids of Maningrida. The 
video clip “Barra-Roddjiba (The Kids) Future” is about empowerment and 
leadership to encourage kids to attend school as it is cool. The video was 
made in a week with some deadly young mob and some punchy lyrics 
written by the kids. Lyrics such as “Respect you teacher, get on the school bus, 
be cool send your kids to school”.  

Yellow shirts crew did a fun-tastic community launch at the Nja-Marleya 
Youth Centre on May 11th 2024. 

Photo: the little stars! 
 
 

HOMELANDS 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

UPGRADES! 
Our HHIP (Homelands Housing 
Infrastructure Program) is 
officially underway at Ji-Bena! 
Jacque Sagiba is our leading 
hand on site, and is proud to be 
working towards improving his 
homeland alongside his team. 
Working on the HHIP project 
will help ensure Jacque and our 
other eight apprentices have 
the knowledge and experience 
to become qualified tradesmen 
once they finish trade school. 
We are so proud of the team 
and look forward to having 
more updates in future 
newsletters! 
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The artists at BÁBBARRA WOMEN’S CENTRE have been working hard on printing 
lots of lino and screen print designs for the busy dry season ahead! We are getting 
ready to attend Darwin Aboriginal Art fair in August and Tarnanthi Art Fair in 
October.  
Bábbarra had filmmaker, Naina Sen, come to Maningrida this month to work with 
artists Lucy Yarawanga, Deborah Wurrkidj and Janet Marawarr on a film that will 
premiere at our exhibition in India in October. We cannot wait to share it with 
everyone in Maningirda! 
Janet Marawarr travelled to Sydney this month to attend the opening of the 
Centre for India Australian relations headquarters and meet with Penny Wong, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. Janet spoke to Penny about our India project and 
gifted her a scarf from the Bábbarra x Tharangini woodblock project. The Minister 
was very impressed by the great work happening at Bábbarra. 

We have some new digital print t-
shirts available in our retail store by 
artists Janet Marawarr, Joy Garlbin 
and Lucy Yarawanga. These shirts 
have already been very popular so 
come and get one for yourself 
before they sell out! 

Bábbarra are hosting another 
sewing workshop in June. This will 
be an open sewing space for 
Maningrida women to come and 
keep practicing their sewing skills. 
Keep a look out for more 
information very soon.  

We have been receiving lots of 
donations for our op-shop each 
week which is open every Thursday 
from 10am – 2pm. Thank you to  

 Raylene and Josephine for doing such a great job at running our op-shop! 

A reminder to artists that Bábbarra has changed its studio days to Monday – 
Thursday, the Bábbarra retail shop is still open every Friday. 

Ziian Carey is the new manager of Bábbarra! Ziian has been working at 
Bábbarra for almost 3 years and is very excited to take on the new role! Please 
get in touch with her for any business or sales related questions.  

 

THE WORKSHOP have been busy 
with ongoing repairs & maintenance 
to BAC fleet & NT Fleet and 
mentoring trades assistants: Kammy 
Pascoe, Lexter James & Andre 
Pascoe. THE CIVIL CREW completed 
the DIPL contract works in 
Maningrida, Oenpelli, Ramingining 
Access Roads and is now 
commencing works at Cobourg 
National Park.      
Photo: Road Crew changing out 
grader tyre 
 

Homelands grading has commenced. 
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CONGRATULATIONS BULANJ IVAN NAMIRRKKI who 
has been selected as a finalist for the prestigious  Sulman Art Prize 
 

Ivan was one of 40 artists selected out of 
at total of 628 entries for his bark painting 
Ngalyod at Yirolk. 

The exhibition opens at the Art Gallery of 
NSW, Sydney to the public on Saturday 8 
June, and will be on show until 8 
September 2024.  

Kuninjku artist Ivan Namirrkki was born in 
1961. Namirrkki was taught to paint by his 
father Peter Marralwanga(1917–1987) - a 
renowned bark painter and political 
proponent of the maintenance of ‘country’. 
Namirrkki was first taught to paint by his 
father. The focus was stories like Kalawan 
and Namorrorddo for his Kardbam clan 
lands near Mankorlod although later 
Marralwanga also guided Namirrkki in the 
stories for other clans around Kumurrulu.  

BAWINANGA EMPLOYMENT & TRAINING SERVICES – 
RENOVATIONS ARE UNDER WAY 

 
Bawinanga main office is currently being renovated for Bawinanga 
Employment & Training Services to move into. 
The project started in September 2023, but, unfortunately, we found a lot of 
problems on the way such as asbestos on the floor which had to be cleaned up 
and taken away by a professional team and the electrical wiring that was faulty 
and unsafe. 
The new office will have training rooms, access to computers for jobseekers 
and a more comfortable waiting area. 
We hope the new office will be finished and ready for use by the end of 
August. It will make a big difference to help us better support jobseekers. 
 

 

 


