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Go Go Ye Ya! 
Our mowing crew has been working hard out on the ground, building skills and 
confidence every day. Through this pathway to employment project, participants 
are getting real hands-on experience—learning what it means to show up ready, 
work together as a team, and take pride in doing a good job. It’s great to see 
everyone stepping up, supporting each other and growing stronger with every task.  
And it is not all hard work—there are good moments along the way too. In between 
the big jobs, the team has been enjoying a BBQ together, having a yarn and keeping 
spirits high. It’s those simple moments that keep the team connected and make the 
work even more rewarding. You can see in the smiles just how proud and happy 
everyone is. Strong work, strong team, and a great future ahead. 

Photo: Timothy Roberts and team enjoying their well-deserved lunch 

This promotion is really well 
deserved, especially with how busy 
and challenging things have been 
lately. Stefan has been part of the 
Maningrida community for over five 
and a half years now, and in that 
time he has become someone 
people know and trust.  
Originally from Germany and a 
proud Kiwi by passport, he has 
made a good life here in the NT—
especially enjoying leaving those 
cold winters behind, even if 
Christmas without snow still feels a 
bit strange! In his new role, Stefan 
will be a main contact on the 
ground, working alongside Anna 
McCann who has taken on higher 
duties and will be spending more 
time here with us, which is great 
news for everyone. 
 

We’re also on the lookout for more people to join the team across different 
trades, so if you know someone who might be a good fit, let us know and help us 
keep building strong for the community. Also please go to Bawinanga Employment 
Services Facebook page, visit the RAES office or call (08) 8979 6555 to hear about 
all the exciting training and employment opportunities! 

Big congratulations to Stefan Hackbarth, our friendly face from the BHAC 
Housing team, on stepping up into the Construction Lead role. 

Stefan is one of those people who just gets on with the job without making a big 
fuss—always steady, reliable and ready to lend a hand when needed. He likes his 
quiet time outside of work and doesn’t go looking for attention, but when it comes 
to supporting the team and community, he is always there. Anyone who has 
worked with him knows he’s someone you can count on. Stefan has said he is 
grateful to BHAC for the chance to step up, and it is clear the feeling goes both 
ways. We are lucky to have him taking on this role.  
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  SAFE PROUD PEOPLE CONNECTED TO COUNTRY THROUGH SONG LINE 
 

My Dreaming is Ground Sugarbag by Wayne Campion – Book Launch in Maningrida! 
 
What a truly special day it was at Maningrida Arts & Culture, as community members 
gathered to celebrate the launch of a remarkable new book by Kamarrang Wayne 
Campion. The event reflected that richness, bringing together family, friends and 
supporters from across the region to honour Wayne’s journey and achievements. The 
book launch was proudly sponsored by Bawinanga Homelands Aboriginal Corporation 
and Maningrida Progress Association Inc. 
 

 

  

 

 

There was a strong sense of pride and togetherness throughout the day, with so 
many familiar and friendly faces coming together to celebrate one man’s story and, 
in doing so, honour the wider story of resilience and connection to country. Wayne 
made us all incredibly proud, and now his story will live on in print—ready to be 
shared, read and cherished by future generations. It was a day full of joy, culture 
and community, one that will be remembered for a long time to come.  

 

Wayne’s life story, beautifully woven together with the history of Maningrida and its 
homelands, was shared with an impressive and heartfelt crowd. Held at the 
renowned Maningrida Arts & Culture centre—an internationally recognised hub that 
supports hundreds of artists and celebrates storytelling through art, dance and 
song—the occasion felt especially meaningful. Guests enjoyed a wonderful morning 
filled with laughter, reflection and connection, with many books sold and proudly 
signed. A highlight for many was the bunggul dance, a powerful expression of culture 
and identity that brought everyone together and reminded us of the deep traditions 
that continue to thrive here.  

A heartfelt thank you goes to Helen Bond-Sharp and David Bond, whose dedication 
and support helped Wayne on what has been a challenging but rewarding journey, as 
well as to the Maningrida Arts & Culture team for hosting such a beautiful event.  

 


